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Alley, so called because it was the quarter in which the chimney-
sweeps lived.1
Raikes was the descendant of an old Yorkshire family which had
migrated to Gloucester. In 1722 his father had founded the
Gloucester Journal, a paper which warmly supported philanthropic
movements. Raikes was intensely interested in alleviating the
terrible conditions of the prisoners in the Gloucester gaol. He met
a kindred spirit in John Howard, and the result was that from 1773
onwards the Gloucester Journal did all it could in support of
Howard's crusade.
Raikes was also acquainted with Wilberforce and his efforts
to suppress the slave-trade. As Raikes's biographer says, "The
Sunday School system with which the name of Robert Raikes will
ever be inseparably connected may be said to have originated in
the Gloucester gaols. It was there that he learnt the direct connec-
tion between ignorance and crime, and there he saw the futility of
punishing the effect without removing the cause." 2
At this time the chief industry in Gloucester was the manufacture
of pins. Many children were employed in the industry, which was
carried on partly in their homes and partly in factories. Sunday
was a day of freedom for them, and their wild, lawless behaviour so
horrified Raikes that he wrote in the Journal: "The misuse of
Sunday appears by the declaration of every criminal to be their
first step in the course of wickedness." He testified that "the
fanners and other inhabitants of the towns and villages receive more
injury in their property in the Sabbath than in all the week besides;
this in a great measure proceeds from the lawless state of the younger
class who are allowed to run wild on that day free from restraint."
Whether this was exaggerated or not, it seemed to Raikes that the
most effective way of preventing crime would be to keep the children
occupied on Sundays and try to do something to improve them.
One story relates that Raikes's attention was directed to the lawless-
ness of the children by the noise they made under his office window
where he was preparing his Monday morning article for the Journal
His friend Stocks opened his school on Sundays only, but from
the start Raikes opened on week-days as well. He began by employ-
ing paid teachers. The first teacher received Is. for Sundays and
2s. for teaching during the meal-time break on week-days. Parents
1 In 1763 a Sunday School had been established at Catterick, Yorks, by the
Rev. Theophilus Lmdsey.
2 A. Gregory.   Robert Raikes, p. 27, Hodder and Stoughton, 1877.